
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE HELD ON 
MONDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2019, IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, ALICE 
SPRINGS 

PRESENT:   His Worship the Mayor D. Ryan 
Councillor G. Auricht  
Councillor M. Banks (via phone) 
Councillor J. Cocking 
Councillor J. de Brenni  
Councillor E. Melky (Chair) 
Councillor M. Paterson 
Councillor C. Satour 

OFFICERS:   Mr R. Jennings - Chief Executive Officer  
Mr T. Charlie - Acting Director Technical Services  
Mr S. Duke - Acting Director Corporate and Community Services  
Mr E. Wlodarczyk - Acting Director Finance 
Mrs T. Ociones - Executive Assistant (Minutes)  

 
The meeting was declared open at 8.00 pm 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

 
Councillor J. Price - personal leave 
Mr S. Allen, Director Technical Services - annual leave 
 

2. WELCOME TO THE PUBLIC, VISITORS AND PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Nil 
 

3. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
4.1 Minutes of meeting 14 October 2019 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
That the minutes of the Open Section of the Technical Services meeting held on 14 
October 2019 be taken as read and confirmed as a true and correct record of the 
proceedings of that meeting         

(4623 ts) 
CARRIED 

4.2 Business Arising 
 

 Nil 
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5. IDENTIFICATION OF ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
5.1 Identification of items for discussion 
 
The following items were withdrawn for discussion:  
 
9.1. 9.2. 9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 10.1 
 
5.2 Identification of items to be raised in General Business by Elected Members and 

Officers 
 
• AFLW Games - Mayor Ryan 

 
6. DEPUTATIONS 

 
Nil 

 
7. PETITIONS 

 
Nil 
 

8. NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
Nil 
 

9. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
9.1 Technical Services Directorate Update 
 Report No. 190/19ts (DTS) 
 
This report provides an update of current Technical Services projects, programs and 
events. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
That the Technical Services Directorate Update report be received and noted 

 
(4624 ts) 

 
Mayor Ryan requested background information in regard to the Railway Crossing Audit 
listed under projects in Attachment A of this report. The Acting Director Technical Services 
responded advising that; Council had received correspondence from the Office of the 
National Road Safety Regulator identifying potential changes to Council’s responsibilities 
surrounding the railway corridors and crossings, that Council has progressed investigations 
in regard to asset ownership and had engaged a consultant to provide a cost analysis on 
any potential upgrades required.  
 
Action: 
Acting Director Technical Services to respond to a question on notice and provide details in 
regard to the cost incurred by Council for the consultant. 

 
Councillor Cocking commended staff at the Regional Waste Management Facility for 
increasing the monthly recycling rate to 25%, and annual recycling rate to 52%.  
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Councillor de Brenni enquired about the design of a synthetic running track in the Manager 
Infrastructure report and suggested this point required further clarification. Mayor Ryan 
advised this project was part of the $6.2M Northern Territory Government Sporting Facility 
upgrades, and enquired if Athletics had contributed financially to the project.  
 
Action: 
Acting Director Technical Services to respond to a question on notice and clarify the 
financial contribution details in regard to Rhonda Diano field upgrades.  
 
9.2 Alice Springs Sport Facilities Master Plan 2019-2029 
 Report No. 191/19ts (DTS) 

 
This report provides Council with an update in regard to the Alice Springs Town Council 
Sports Facilities Master Plan 2019-2029 (10 year) compiled by Otium Sports and Leisure 
Planning Group. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
That Council receive and acknowledge the final draft Alice Springs Sports Facilities 
Master Plan 2019-2029. 

 (4625 ts) 
 
The Acting Director Technical Services acknowledged the comments made in the Sport 
Facility Advisory Committee meeting on the 31 October 2019 and advised Otium Planning 
Group would be incorporating these final inclusions prior to the document being displayed 
on Council’s website for public comment.  

 
9.3 Laneway Report – Old TCA Building and Council Chambers 
 Report No. 192/19ts (DTS) 

 
This report provides an assessment of the illuminance levels in the laneway between the 
Old Tourism Central Australia (TCA) Building situated on lot 5134, and the Council 
Chambers situated on lot 5133 in Alice Springs. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 

 
The Technical Service Department recommend no further action is required to 
upgrade the lighting level as the existing illuminance levels between the Old TCA 
Building and Council Chambers are compliant to Australian Standard, AS/NZA1185. 

  
(4626 ts) 

 
 9.4 Skate Park Condition Report 

 Report No. 193/19ts (DTS) 
 
This report provides an assessment of the condition of and possible upgrade to, the 
existing Skate Park located along Speed Street next to the Alice Springs Aquatic leisure 
Centre (ASALC). 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
A. That Council carry out trial repairs to the Skate Park on Speed Street with 

different products and report back to Council with the results. 
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(4627 ts) 
UNANIMOUS 

 
B. Council investigates an inter-changeable modular skate park system for the 

vacant space at the Southern end of skate park. 
 

C. That the inter-changeable modular skate park system [second stage (option B)] 
is to remain a shovel ready project.  

(4628 ts) 
 
Mayor Ryan requested unanimous support to progress the first recommendation (4627 ts) 
in order for Officers to take immediate action and start remedial works. Councillors resolved 
to support the first recommendation unanimously.  
 
9.5 Ban on Single Use Plastics at Council Run Events 
 Report No. 194/19ts (DTS) 
 
This report was prepared to provide recommendations regarding the ban of single-use 
plastics at all Council run events, community run events that are held on Council land and 
facilities, and strategies to facilitate the adoption of compostable products. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
A. That by January 2020, Council will ban the use of single-use plastic items 

including cups, straws, cutlery, and take away food containers at all Council 
run events. 

 
B. That by January 2020, Council will ban the use of single-use plastic items 

including cups, straws, cutlery, and take away food containers at all community 
run events that are held on Council land and at Council facilities. 

(4629 ts) 
 
Discussion ensued in regard to how this ban would be enforced, a transition process for 
implementation and what information Council would provide to stallholders on where they 
can obtain a range of environmentally friendly cutlery and food container options. 
 
The Acting Director Technical Services outlined the following process had been undertaken 
to date: 

• A letter encouraging market stallholders to phase out single-use plastics was sent 
out in November 2018 

• A follow up letter in regard to this matter was sent in October 2019 
 
The Acting Director Technical Services advised that the following steps would be 
implemented if the single use plastic ban is endorsed: 

• Implementing the ban for Council operations, by providing appropriate containers to 
catering companies to avoid the use of single use plastics in this instance 

• Implementing the ban for Council run events, by inviting vendors to an information 
session and providing advice on where to obtain alternate products to replace single 
use plastics 

• Changes to permits to incorporate information in regard to the single use plastic ban 
• Distributing information at the markets in regard to the single use plastic ban 
• Holding information sessions with stallholders and the general public in January and 

June 2020  
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Mayor Ryan highlighted that the helium balloon Council resolution 19917 noted in the Ban 
on Single Use Plastics at Council Run Events report had been rescinded at the Ordinary 
Council Meeting on 29 January 2019, Council resolution 20138.  

 
9.6 Kwatja – Water Play Space 
 Report No. 195/19ts (DTS) 
 
This report provides Council with an update on the proposed Kwatja Water Play area. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That Council nominate the Snow Kenna Park site as the preferred location for the 
Kwatja Water Play area, all access playground and community open space. 

  
(4630 ts) 

UNANIMOUS 
 
Mayor Ryan requested information from the Chief Executive Officer  (CEO) in regard to 
consultation with co-users for the Council owned or managed sites in the report, Site 2: 
Todd River Banks and Site 4: Snow Kenna Park.  
 
The CEO advised both site 2 and 4, would require Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority 
(AAPA) involvement, initial consultation had begun with appropriate representatives from 
Henley On Todd, Totum Theatre and the 50 Plus Community Centre to for Site 4: Snow 
Kenna Park and advised consultation would continue if this site was endorsed by Council. 
He advised initial discussions with these organisations determined, in principle; the concept 
had value to them.  
 
Councillor Melky disclosed that he is a board member of the Henley On Todd and 
requested this information be recorded. Councillors resolved there was no conflict of 
interest.  
 
Mayor Ryan moved that that Council nominate the Snow Kenna Park site as the preferred 
location, and endorse a resolution as a unanimous decision, to allow Officers to progress 
the project. Councillors resolved to support the resolution unanimously. 

 
9.7 Road Reseal Tender 
 Report No. 196/19ts (PO) 
 
This report is regarding the road resealing program and funding requirements. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
That Council approve the 2019/20 Road Reseal program. 

(4631 ts) 
 
Councillor de Brenni enquired if Council had received notification in regard to any road-seal 
programs for Northern Territory Government (NTG) controlled roads and if Council could 
link works appropriately with works already scheduled by the NTG to avoid additional 
‘mobilisation’ costs in the realm of $70k. 
 
Action: 
Council Officers to approach the NTG to establish of any opportunities exist to undertake a 
joint mobilisation with Council to schedule road reseal projects.   
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10. REPORTS OF ADVISORY & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 
 

10.1 Minutes of the Parks Advisory Committee - 29 October 2019 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
That the minutes of the Parks Advisory Committee Meeting held on 29 October 2019 
be received and recommendations adopted 

(4632 ts) 
 

10.1.1 Oleander Park (Agenda Item 7.1.1) 
 
RESOLVED: 
That it be a recommendation from the Parks Advisory Committee 
 
That Council Officers adapt the plan for Oleander Park and present to the 
community. 

(4633 ts) 
 
10.1.2 Madigan Park (Agenda Item 7.2.1) 
 
RESOLVED: 
That it be a recommendation from the Parks Advisory Committee 
 
That Council explores the option of subdividing Madigan Park with a 
proposed portion of sale revenue to go towards Madigan Park, with the 
potential to reinvest into other parks in the area as per community meeting 
recommendations. 

(4634 ts) 
 
10.1.3 Rotorac Park (Agenda Item 7.2.2) 
 
RESOLVED: 
That it be a recommendation from the Parks Advisory Committee 
 
That Council explores options and costs for an off leash dog park at Rotorac 
Park. 

(4635 ts) 
 

10.1.4 Shade Structures Over the Todd River Fitness Stations  (Agenda Item 8.1) 
 

The following recommendation (4636 ts) is a variation on the original recommendations from the Parks Advisory 
Committee from the meeting dated 29 October 2019.  

 
RESOLVED: 
That it be a recommendation from the Technical Services Committee 
 
That Council construct and install shade structures over the four fitness 
stations on Barrett Drive and along the Todd River, in alignment with the 
Lhere Mparntwe strategy and be funded under Reserves labelled Capital 
(Infrastructure) to the amount of $150K. 

(4636 ts) 
CARRIED 

 
Mayor Ryan requested support for the recommendations listed in agenda item 8.1 of 
the Parks Advisory Committee minutes, to allow progress with construction and 
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installation of shade over the two fitness stations on Barrett Drive. Having a 
unanimous decision was discussed to progress the project prior to the heat of 
summer.  
 
Councillor Cocking noted his concerns, as Chair of the Parks Advisory Committee 
and the concerns of Committee members, in regard to the lack of proper process 
and information that was provided to the Parks Advisory Committee to make 
decisions on this agenda item. He advised he was comfortable to supporting the 
recommendations to ensure the newly installed infrastructure is protected in summer 
but also noted concern that this project would be funded through the Parks budget 
when there were other agenda items that were still waiting to progress.  
 
Councillor Satour highlighted a point of order noting concern in regard to the lack of 
process that had been followed. Councillor Melky, as chair, advised that the ‘point of 
order’ was valid, noting insufficient information was provided to the Parks Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Councillor Banks expressed that she would be voting against a unanimous decision 
at this meeting, as there was no clear list determined for which parks should receive 
shade as a priority and there had not been enough information provided to make a 
decision.  

 
Councillor de Brenni enquired if funds could be identified from another appropriate 
budget line. Councillor Melky identified the Plant/Capital (Infrastructure) budget line 
item with funds available and sought feedback from the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) on whether this would be suitable. The CEO responded advising that he 
would need formal direction from Council to draw from these reserves.  
 
Councillor Banks raised concern that the Mayor had a conflict of interest, noting 
Barrett Drive falls directly in the Araluen Electorate and the Mayor had declared 
candidacy for the Electoral Seat of Araluen. The Mayor responded advising he did 
not have a conflict of interest.  
 
Discussion ensued in regard to:  

• amendments to the original recommendations 
• including the two remaining fitness stations in the recommendation, and 
• including reference to the Lhere Mparntwe strategy  

 
The CEO requested the amount allocated and specific budget line also be noted in 
the recommendation.  

 
Councillor de Brenni moved a recommendation and sought a general consensus 
from the chamber. The recommendation was carried by the majority in the chamber 
and will flow through to Ordinary Council for decision.  
 
Action: 
Officers to ensure correct processes are followed in regard to including items on the 
Agenda for Advisory Committees and that sufficient reports are provided for 
Committee Members to make appropriate recommendations.   
 

10.2 Minutes of the Sport Facility Advisory Committee - 31 October 2019 
 

RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council 
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That the minutes of the Sport Facility Advisory Committee Meeting held on 31 
October 2019 be received and recommendations adopted 

(4637 ts) 
 

10.2.1 Alice Springs - Draft Sports Facilities Master Plan (Agenda Item 7.1) 
 
RESOLVED: 
That it be a recommendation from the Sport Facility Advisory Committee 
 
That the Executive Summary and Strategy and Background Report documents 
are displayed for 28 days on the Council website for public comment, subject 
to comments made in the 31 October 2019 SFAC meeting being included. 

 
(4638 ts) 

 
11. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
11.1 AFLW Games - Mayor Ryan 

 
Mayor Ryan enquired what arrangements had been made to re-locate cricket from TIO 
Traeger Park Oval to make room to the AFLW game that has been announced and 
scheduled for the 14 March 2020. The Acting Director Technical Services advised Council 
had entered into discussions with the sporting bodies to facilitate a move and accommodate 
the scheduled AFLW game.  

 
12. NEXT MEETING: Monday 10 February 2020 

 
The meeting stands adjourned and resumes in the Confidential Section. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10.05 pm 
 
Confirmed on  ___________________________________ 
 
CHAIRPERSON ___________________________________ 
    
Date   ___________________________________ 

  
 
 
 
 


