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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report discusses increasing the penalties for identified Public Places By-laws. 

Due to a request by Elected Members at the August 2012 Committee meetings, this report 
is being resubmitted with the inclusion of suggested by-laws and fine changes as submitted 
by Councillor Booth. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  
That it be a recommendation to Council: 

A. That this report be noted. 

B. That a follow up report be submitted to the March 2013 CCS Committee 
Meeting, after six months of Fines Recovery Unit collection, revisiting this 
issue. 

REPORT 

1. BACKGROUND 

The Alice Springs (Control of Public Places) By-Laws were thoroughly redrafted in 
2009 and gazetted on 1 February 2010. 

Penalties aligned to penalty units and were reviewed and in most cases significantly 
increased. 

Infringements issued under these new By-laws totalled $74,884 in Financial Year 
2011/2012. Due to the inability of the Alice Springs Town Council (ASIC) to 
transfer outstanding fines to the NT Government Fines Recovery Unit (FRU) the 
bulk of these fines remain outstanding. 

2. DISCUSSION 

The deterrence effect of the increased fine amounts introduced in the new By-laws 
must, realistically, be described as untested due to the inability to recover 
outstanding fine amounts via FRU. Strenuous efforts are being undertaken to 
remove the impediments to utilisation of the FRU, and it is hoped that a solution will 
be implemented in the upcoming weeks. 



Report No. 186/12ccs 	 .12 

As the effect of the current increased level of fines for these infringements on 
deterring non-compliance is unknown due to the above, it is would be necessary, in 
the opinion of this author, to run with the existing fine structure for at least six 
months with FRU collection occurring to determine if increasing the fines would have 
a significant effect. The fines currently on hold would be expected to flood through 
to FRU within this period additionally increasing the ability gauge their effectiveness. . 
It must also be stated that the majority of those issued with fines would be on 
CentreLink payments, and the weekly amount recouped from these offenders would 
unlikely be changed under a higher fine, just the duration of the impost lengthened. 

Suggested by-laws for review with regards the corresponding fines from Councillor 
Booth is attached (Attachment A). 

Any changes to fine amounts would require the full process for amendment to 
By-laws to occur (i.e. public display of any changes for 28 days, special majority 
(75%) vote in favour). 

4. POLICY IMPACTS 

NIL 

5. FINANCIAL IMPACTS 

NIL 

6. SOCIAL IMPACTS 

NIL 

7. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

NIL 

8. PUBLIC RELATIONS 

NIL 

9. ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A - Suggested By-laws penalty increases - Councillor Booth 

Cra Catchlove 
D ECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 



ATTACHMENT A 

ALICE SPRINGS TOWN COUNCIL 

BY LAWS - PENALTY UNIT INCREASE 

SUGGESTED AMENDMENT FROM COUNCILLOR BOOTH  

By Law Description Current Penalty New Penalty 

(Unit) (Amount) (Unit) (Amount) 

26 (2) Camping without permit 2 $282 5 $705 

26 	(1) 	A person must not in or on a public 
place between 9 pm on the one day 
and 9 am on the following day, 
without a permit: 

(a) camp; 
(b) occupy; or 
(c) otherwise reside in any: 

(i) tent; 
(ii) vehicle; 
(iii) caravan; or 
(iii) 	temporary dwelling. 

(2) 	A person who contravenes clause 
(1) is guilty of an offence. 

36 (3) Making fire without permit 2 ($282) 5 ($705) 
36 	Fire 

(1) Except in a fireplace designated by 
Council for that purpose, a person 
must not, without a permit, make or 
assist in making a fire on a public 
place. 

(2) Clause (1) does not apply where 
the person has been granted a 
permit under By-law 26(1) and 
makes the fire for the purpose of 
cooking or keeping warm. 

(3) A person who contravenes clause 
(1) is guilty of an offence. 

41 (3) Depositing litter 3 ($423) 5 ($705) 

. 

41 	Littering 
(1) 	In this By-law 41: 

litter includes: 
(a) 	any solid or liquid domestic or 

commercial refuse, debris or 
rubbish and, without limiting the 
generality of the above,  

includes any glass, metal, 
cigarette butts, paper, fabric, 
wood and food; and 
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(b) 	any other material, substance 
or thing deposited in a place if 
its size, shape, nature or 
volume makes the place where 
it is deposited disorderly or 
detrimentally affects the proper 
use of that place 

deposited, in or on a place, 
whether or not it has any value 
when or after being deposited in 
or on the place; and 

rubbish receptacle means a 
rubbish receptacle that Council 
or the custodian of the place 
causes to be provided for the 
disposal of rubbish or a bin or 
container provided by a person 
for the purpose of a rubbish 
collection authorized by Council. 

(2) A person must not deposit litter in 
or on a public place. 

(3) A person who contravenes clause 
(2) is guilty of an offence. 

. . 

47 (2) Drinking liquor 3 ($423) 5 ($705) 
47 	Drinking liquor in a public place 

(1) A person must not drink liquor in a 
public place. 

(2) A person who contravenes clause 
(1) is guilty of an offence. 

48 (2) Possessing opened liquor container 3 ($423) 5 ($705) 

48 	Opened liquor container in a 
public place 

(1) 	A person must not: 

(a) bring onto a public place; or 

(b) have in the person's possession 
or control in a public place 

any opened container of liquor. 

(2) 	A person who contravenes clause 
(1) is guilty of an offence. 

50 (2) Causing nuisance 2 ($282) 5 ($705) 
50 	Causing nuisance 

(1) 	A person must not cause a 
nuisance to another person by: 

(a) urinating or defecating; 
(b) spitting; 
(c) swearing; or 
(d) asking for alcohol, 
cigarettes or money in a public 
place.  

(2) 	A person who contravenes clause 
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(1) is guilty of an offence. 

51 (2) Behaving indecently 3 ($423) 5 ($705) 
51 	Indecent behaviour  

(1) A person must not engage in 
indecent behaviour in a public 
place. 

(2) A person who contravenes clause 
(1) is guilty of an offence. 

74 (3) Providing false identification 5 ($705) 10 ($1,410) 

- 

74 	Authorised person requiring 
information 

(1) 	Where an authorised person: 
(a) reasonably suspects a 

person of having  
committed an offence 
against these By-laws; 
and 

(b) informs that person that it 
is the intention of the 
authorised person to 
caution or prosecute the 
person in respect of that 
offence 

the authorised person may require 
the person to state the person's 
name, address and date of birth. 

(2) 	A person who, without reasonable 
excuse, fails to provide the 
information required under clause 
(1) is guilty of an offence. 

(3) 	A person who provides false 
information when required to 
provide information under clause 
(1) is guilty of an offence. 

75 (2) Failing to provide evidence of identity 
without reasonable excuses 

4 ($564) 10 ($1,410) 

75 	Proof of identity 
(1) 	Where an authorised person: 

(a) reasonably suspects a 
person of having committed 
an offence against these 
By-laws; and 

(b) informs the person that it is 
the intention of the 
authorised person to 
caution or prosecute the 
person in respect of that 
offence 

the authorised person may require 
the person to provide further 
evidence of identity of a specified 
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kind. 
(2) 	A person who, without reasonable 

excuse, fails to provide the further 
proof of identity required under 
clause (1) is guilty of an offence. 

75 (4) Failing to provide evidence of identity 
within prescribed time 

4 ($564) 10 ($1,410) 

75 	Proof of identity 

(3) Where a person hasseasonable 
excuse for failing to provide the 
further proof of identity required 
under clause (1) must, within 2 
business days, provide the further 
proof of identity at the office of 
Council. 

(4) A person to whom clause (3) 
applies who fails to provide the 
further proof of identity within the 
specified period is guilty of an 
offence. 

Note: Currently one (1) penalty unit = $141 
Penalty increases every year. 
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