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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT) is calling for Policy 
and Action Motions.

RECOMMENDATION
That it be a recommendation to Council.

That the report be received and draft motions discussed.

REPORT

1. BACKGROUND

Council has received an invitation from the Local Government Association of the 
Northern Territory (LGANT) calling for Policy and Action Motions.

2. DISCUSSION

Policy and Action Motions will be accepted by LGANT up until Friday 28 September 
2018. Any Policy and Action Motions will be forwarded to the General Meeting due to 
be held in Darwin on Thursday 8 November 2018.

Councillor Jimmy Cocking has prepared draft motions for Council's discussion.

2. POLICY IMPACTS

Nil

3. FINANCIAL IMPACTS

Nil

4. SOCIAL IMPACTS

Nil

5. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
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6. PUBLIC RELATIONS

Nil

7. ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A - LGANT Call for Policy and Action Motion Form 

Attachment B - LGANT draft motion - Energy 

Attachment C - LGANT draft motion - Hazardous Waste 

Attachment D - LGANT draft motion - Water 

Attachment E - LGANT draft motion - Inclusion

Biggi Gosling
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES



ATTACHMENT A

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

LGANT CALL FOR POLICY AND ‘ACTION’ MOTIONS

About this document

The purpose of this document is for it to be used as a template for member councils to 
submit motions to LGANT on issues so they can be considered for adoption as LGANT 
policy or as actions for LGANT to do at either the April or November General meetings each 
year or the monthly Executive meetings. The timeframes for submitting motions are ten days 
before an Executive meeting and six weeks for a General meeting (General meeting agenda 
has to be submitted 28 days before a meeting and Executive meeting agenda six days 
before a meeting). Motions can be submitted at any time and will be put to the first available 
meeting depending on when they are received.

LGANT will research and assess each policy or action proposal and if necessary discuss it 
with the proponent member council and the Executive will then later decide at one of its 
meetings whether to adopt the policy or not, or take the action or not, or to put it to a general 
meeting for decision.

Local Government Association 
o(lhe Northern Territory

1. What is your Motion?

Include the text of the motion (short paragraph or paragraphs - see LGANT policies 
as examples of how you could structure a motion at www.laant.asn.au).

2. How Is the motion relevant to Northern Territory Local Government?

Please provide comment here if the motion is proposed as a LGANT policy and 
explain why it should be and how it is relevant to the Northern Territory Local 
Government sector.

3. What are your key points in support of your motion?

Here you should provide some background about the issue, some evidence to 
support the motion and your text should be no more than 600 words.

4. Is there a Council Resolution in support of this motion? □ Yes □ No
5. Should the motion be LGANT policy? □ Yes □ No
6. Contact Information

Council:

Name:

Telephone:

Fax:

Email:

http://www.laant.asn.au
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That LGANT encourages water conservation through increased water efficiency and 
demand management measures, landscaping design and community education.

That LGANT seeks to promote inclusive and just communities that foster harmonious 
relations amongst Australia's diverse peoples. LGANT believes that regardless of 
their first language, birthplace, religion, race, cultural background, gender or sexual 
preference, all people should have the same rights and opportunities (Note: replacing 
existing that doesn't include gender or sexual preference) .

That LGANT does not support the Northern Territory being a final destination for 
internationally and domestically imported hazardous wastes.

1. What is your Motion?

That LGANT will encourage greater energy productivity including energy 
efficiency measures and renewable energy.

2. How is the motion relevant to Northern Territory Local Government?

Energy costs are a huge burden on local government and focusing on doing more with 
the same or less will save ratepayers and council budgets. The NT government has a 
50% renewable energy target by 2030. The savings on energy costs through increased 
renewable energy installations combined with energy efficiency measures will enable 
local government to invest savings in other services.

3. What are your key points in support of your motion?

Energy productivity is the definition of doing more with the same or less amount of 
energy. This is related to energy efficiency, which is using less energy. Energy costs 
are a huge burden on local government and focusing on doing more with the same or 
less will save ratepayers and council budgets. T he NT government has a 50% 
renewable energy target by 2030.

The benefits of focusing on energy productivity are:
• reduced energy bills
• Reduced greenhouse gas emissions
• Reduced waste
• Improved energy security
• Improved resilience to energy prices

This motion is an update of a current LGANT Policy 7.3c, LGANT will encourage 
energy conservation including alternative energy use where economically feasible.

Given the economics of rooftop photovoltaics are proven to be a economically 
feasible form of energy generation and renewable energy is no longer ‘alternative’, 
this policy needs to be updated. The International Energy Agency recorded that more 
than two thirds of new power capacity globally in 2016 was provided by solar 
photovoltaics and in 2017, solar photovoltaics doubled, with solar PV outstripping all 
other fuel sources.
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www.iea.org/publicalions/renewables2Q17/

Local governments across the world are benefiting from increasing their energy 
productivity through implementing energy efficiency measures including behaviour 
change and installing rooftop solar on council-owned facilities.

4. Is there a Council Resolution in support of this motion? Yes No

5. Should the motion be LGANT policy? Yes

6. Contact Information

Council: Alice Springs Town Council 
Name: Cr Jimmy Cocking 
Telephone: 0423511931 
Fax:
Email: iimmy.cocking@alicesprings.nt.gov.au

http://www.iea.org/publicalions/renewables2Q17/
mailto:iimmy.cocking@alicesprings.nt.gov.au
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1. What is your Motion?

That LGANT does not support the Northern Territory being a final destination for 
internationally and domestically imported hazardous wastes.

2. How is the motion relevant to Northern Territory Local Government?
Under the Local Government Act 12 (1) d, the functions of a council include:
d) carry out measures to protect its area from natural and other hazards and to mitigate 
the effects of such hazards.

The transport and permanent storage of hazardous waste is currently proposed for the 
Northern Territory. The Chandler project proposed to be located in the MacDonnell 
regional council proposes to permanently store millions of tonnes of scheduled 
hazardous wastes. This project could see millions of tonnes of hazardous wastes 
transported through and permanently stored in the Northern Territory without a 
national approach to minimise the risks associated with the production, storage, 
transport and disposal of scheduled wastes.

3. What are your key points in support of your motion?
LGANT currently has policies regarding scheduled wastes including:

7.3. Built Environment
(b) LGANT supports a national approach to minimise risks associated with the 
production, storage, transport and disposal of scheduled wastes and;

7.8.
Industry Responsibilities
(a) LGANT supports the principle that those who create waste should take full 
responsibility for that waste.

The Chandler project proposes to store a wide range of hazardous wastes permanently 
in the voids of a salt mine, around 20km from Titjikala. Currently there is no national 
approach to minimise the risks of the transport and management of hazardous waste.

The Waste Management and Pollution Control Act that governs the licensing of waste 
storage and compliance of waste management in the Northern Territory is being 
reformed by the Northern Territory Government.

The Northern Territory has not played any role in the creation or production of these 
waste products yet is proposed at being a final destination for a wide range of hazardous 
wastes including low-level radioactive waste, industrial chemicals and toxic residues. 
The Northern Territory should not become the final resting place for millions of tonnes 
of hazardous waste and bear the risks associated with its permanent storage and 
transport from around Australia and international sources.

4. Is there a Council Resolution in support of this motion? Not yet

5. Should the motion be LGANT policy? Yes

6. Contact Information
Council: Alice Springs Town Council 
Name: Cr Jimmy Cocking 
Telephone: 0423511931 
Email: jimmv.cocking@alicesprings.nt.gov.au

mailto:jimmv.cocking@alicesprings.nt.gov.au
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1. What is your Motion?

That LGANT encourages water conservation through increased water 
efficiency, landscaping design and community education.

2. How is the motion relevant to Northern Territory Local Government?
Northern Territory Local Government are high water users with the 
maintenance of parks, gardens and landfill facilities as key services. Encouraging 
water conservation will save ratepayers and Council budgets, not to mention 
preserving precious water supplies for current and future generations.

3. What are your key points in support of your motion?

Under the Local Government Act, the Objectives of a Council include:
13 d) to seek to ensure a proper emphasis on environmentally sustainable 
development within its area and a proper balance between economic, social, 
environmental and cultural considerations;

Water is a precious resource and in the Northern Territory this is no exception. 
The sustainable use of our water resources is an important. Local councils can 
play an important role in providing leadership in water conservation.

Local government can save ratepayer dollars through changing the way that 
water is used in parks and gardens through water efficient irrigation, identifying 
and repairing leaks and climate appropriate landscaping design.

Councils can lead the community towards greater water conservation by 
ensuring that Council efforts to conserve water are publicly known and engaging 
with water utilities to support demand management approaches.

Water conservation is a critical element of environmentally sustainable 
development and Councils have a responsibility under the Local Government Act 
to emphasise this objective within their local and regional areas.

4. Is there a Council Resolution in support of this motion? Not yet

5. Should the motion be LGANT policy? Yes

6. Contact Information

Council: Alice Springs Town Council 
Name: Cr Jimmy Cocking 
Telephone: 0423511931 
Fax:
Email: jimmy.cocking^alicesprings.nt.gov.au
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1. What is your Motion?

That LGANT repeal Policy Statement 2.6. Community Relations (b)
LGANT seeks to promote tolerant and just communities and to foster 
harmonious relations amongst Australia's diverse peoples. LGANT believes 
that regardless of their first language, birthplace, religion, race or cultural 
background all people should have the same rights and opportunities and 
replace it with:

That LGANT seeks to promote inclusive and just communities that foster 
harmonious relations amongst Australia's diverse peoples. LGANT believes 
that regardless of their first language, birthplace, religion, race, cultural 
background, gender or sexual orientation, all people should have the same 
rights and opportunities

2. How is the motion relevant to Northern Territory Local Government?
The Northern Territory is home to a great diversity of people from many 
different backgrounds. Rather than promoting tolerance, which implies 'putting 
up with' or enduring, local government would be better placed to promote 
acceptance and inclusion. This motion changes the language from tolerance to 
inclusive and specifically mentions gender and sexual orientation. The Northern 
Territory is home to a large number of gender diverse and LGBTQI people and 
they should have the same rights and opportunities as everyone else.

3. What are your key points in support of your motion?
This motion modernises this policy using contemporary language that supports 
inclusion.

The Northern Territory is home to a great diversity of people from many 
different backgrounds. Rather than promoting tolerance, which implies 'putting 
up with' or enduring, local government would be better placed to promote 
acceptance and inclusion. This motion changes the language from tolerance to 
inclusive and specifically mentions gender and sexual orientation. The Northern 
Territory is home to a large number of gender diverse and LGBTQI people and 
they should have the same rights and opportunities as everyone else.

4. Is there a Council Resolution in support of this motion? Not yet

5. Should the motion be LGANT policy? Yes

6. Contact Information

Council: Alice Springs Town Council 
Name: Cr Jimmy Cocking 
Telephone: 0423511931 
Fax:
Email: jimmy.cocking@alicesprings.nt.gov.au

mailto:jimmy.cocking@alicesprings.nt.gov.au

