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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A Draft Municipal Plan for the period from 2013/14 to 2016/17 was placed on display to the general 
public on the 28 May 2013. 

The period of public display ended on Monday 17 June 2013 and 1 written submission was 
received. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council note this report and that the submission from the Arid 
Lands Environment Centre be forwarded to Council's Environment Advisory Committee 
(EAC) and new Environment Officer (once appointed) for actioning as appropriate. 

REPORT 

1. BACKGROUND 

Section 24 of the Local Government Act states that the Municipal Plan must be on 
public exhibition for not less that 21 days and that submissions may be made to Council 
at any time during the period of public exhibition. 

At the Special Council Meeting on 24 May 2013, approval was given to place the Draft 
Municipal Plan on public display, commencing 28 May 2013. A notice was placed in 
`The Centralian Advocate' on Tuesday, May 28 2013 stating that the Draft Municipal 
Plan would remain on public exhibition until Monday 17 June 2013. 

2. DISCUSSION 

One written submission was received during the period of public exhibition of the draft 
Municipal Plan 2013/14 to 2016/17, from the Arid Lands Environment Centre (ALEC). 

This response from ALEC outlined a number of recommendations for Council's 
consideration with regard to achieving important environmental outcomes. ALEC 
indicated that they will continue to work closely with the Alice Springs Town Council as 
an active member of the EAC and made a favourable comment with regard to Council 
allocating resources to an Environment Officer. 

3. POLICY IMPACTS  

Nil 

4. FINANCIAL IMPACTS 

Nil 
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5. SOCIAL IMPACTS  

Nil 

6. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS  

Nil 

7. PUBLIC RELATIONS  

Nil 

8. ATTACHMENTS  

Submission from Arid Lands Environment Centre to the Alice Springs Town Council 
draft Municipal Plan 2013/14 to 2016/17 

Paul Della 
DIRECTOR FINANCE 



Arid Lands Environment Centre, Inc. 

Office 
Mail 

Phone 
Fax 
E-mail 
ABN 

Lindsay Ave, cnr Warburton Street 
PO Box 2796 Alice Springs 
NT 0871 Australia 
+61 (08) 8952 2497 
+61 (08) 8953 2988 
info@alec.org.au   
50 100 640 918 

June 17, 2013 

ALEC Submission to the Alice Springs Town Council Municipal Plan 
2013/14- 2016/17 

Thanks for the opportunity to comment on the Alice Springs Town Council (ASTC) Municipal 
Plan. The Arid Lands Environment Centre (ALEC) has been a strong advocate for sustainable 
development and environmental protection in Central Australia since 1980. 

ALEC's vision is for 'healthy futures for arid lands and people.' 

ALEC has worked closely with the ASTC on a number of initiatives including Alice Solar 
City, Alice Water Smart, the Environment Advisory Committee and the Alice Springs 
Community Garden. ALEC wrote a letter of support for the successful Regional Development 
Australia grant to upgrade the local landfill to a regional recycling facility. 

ALEC continues to look for opportunities that will benefit the sustainable development of Alice 
Springs and work towards socially inclusive and environmentally aware Central Australian 
communities. 

Aiming higher for the Environment in 2013-14 

ALEC would like to see the Alice Springs Town Council become a leader in local government 
stewardship of the environment within its municipal boundaries. This will require a significant 
shift in the current effectiveness of Council structures in managing its environmental footprint 
and encouraging the community to support these measures in their own homes, gardens and 
businesses. 

ALEC has drafted a number of objectives and recommendations (below) that may help Council 
achieve some important local environmental outcomes. 

Recommendation: That Council include water, energy efficiency and recycling 
information for residents on the ASTC website. 

ALEC would like to see the Council take a proactive role in the continuation of the Alice Solar 
City and Alice Water Smart programs. 

Recommendation: That Council takes a lead on bringing Consortium members and 
relevant NT Government Departments together to maintain momentum on water and 
energy efficiency combined with developing Alice Springs as a 'global solar centre'. 



Community education program on recycling, waste management and litter reduction 

Recommendation: That Council work with desertSMART COOLmob to develop a local 
community education program developed for schools and the wider community on 
reducing waste, increasing recycling and composting while abating litter in the streets. 

Reducing the impacts of cat ownership on local biodiversity. 

Recommendation: That Council develop a working group within the Environmental 
Advisory Committee and RSPCA to develop strategies to reduce the impact of 
irresponsible cat ownership on local fauna. 

Investigate opportunities to increase uptake of energy and water efficient retrofits and building 
design in Alice Springs. 

Recommendation: That Council invest staff resources into exploring opportunities for 
rate-based incentives for investment in environmental upgrades for homes and businesses 
in Alice Springs. 

Increase the profile and promote the Alice Springs Town Council's support for the Alice 
Springs Community Garden. 

Recommendation: That the Council expresses its public support for the Alice Springs 
Community Garden at Frances Smith Park and supports local food production through 
listing on its website. 

ALEC will continue to work closely with the Alice Springs Town Council as an active member 
of the Environment Advisory Committee and recommends that in the near-term that the EAC 
undertakes a planning session to ensure it is remains an effective ASTC Committee. 

ALEC is pleased that the ASTC is allocating resources to an Environment Officer that will 
enable ASTC to maintain involvement in pursuing opportunities in the sustainability arena. 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the process of developing the Alice Springs 
Town Council Municipal Plan and I look forward to working with you to implement aspects of 
it. 

Kind regards 

Jimmy Cocking 
Director 

Arid Lands Environment Centre 
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