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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report is to seek direction regarding the naming of the green open space on the 
corner of Wills Terrace and Leichhardt Terrace

RECOMMENDATIONS
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That Council provides direction on a name for the green open space on the corner 
of Wills Terrace and Leichhardt Terrace

REPORT

1. BACKGROUND

The green open spaced area on the corner of Wills Terrace and Leichhardt Terrace was 
upgraded in 2008. The area in question had been neglected for a long time and the large 
sacred tree was in imminent danger of toppling over. Council devised a plan, liaised with 
Traditional Owners and conducted earthworks and improved the overall aesthetics of the 
area.

2. DISCUSSION

The area has been never been officially named. Council recommended the following 
name:

Wills Terrace
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William John Wills - Second in charge of Burke’s expedition
Wills, an Englishman, immigrated to Australia in 1854. He worked with the Crown 
surveyor, then with the Melbourne meteorological observatory. Wills, as surveyor and 
meteorologist, joined the ill-fated expedition of Burke. Wills and Burke died of exhaustion. 
King was befriended by Aboriginal people until the relief party found him. The relief party 
took the remains of Burke and Wills to Melbourne for burial in December 1862. Ironically, 
then, Adelaide was rejoicing in the successful crossing of Australia by John McDouall 
Stuart (Stuart Highway).

Below is the email I received from the Place Names Committee:

The Place Names Unit has had opportunity to review your submission. I would 
advise not using the name ‘Wills Terrace Park’ for a green open space located on 
the corner of Wills Terrace and Leichhardt Terrace the same as the road. (The 
name is already in use as a road so someone else worthy of commemoration 
should be considered). I would suggest proposing additional names to the 
Committee.

Place Names Unit can assist in proposing names by providing access to the 
Reserve List (the Committee’s pre-endorsed list of names suitable for 
commemoration in Northern Territory Place Names) to select names from. It 
should be noted that selection of a name from the Reserve List is still subject to 
consideration based on place naming guidelines and standards, such as possible 
duplication issues of the same or similar sounding place names in nearby locations 
and already existing naming themes in the area.

For this reason, any selection/s from the Reserve List should be discussed with 
the Place Names Unit prior to presentation of the name/s to Council. Please find 
attached the Reserve List for your consideration as requested. Please keep in 
mind that this is not a public document and is provided to you to assist you with 
your naming proposal so should only be circulated to relevant persons within your 
organisation. Extracts of the names you select for your proposal can be provided 
to Council for consultation purposes.

Please note the use of these names are still subject to consultation with next of kin 
(if applicable, to gain support for the name's use for a park) and consideration by 
the Place Names Committee at its 28 September 2018 meeting.

The naming of places is a legislative and statutory process and the Place Names 
Committee has established guidelines to assist this naming process. These 
guidelines can be viewed at: https://placenames.nt.gov.au/policies/guidelines. 
Please Note, a place name is not deemed official under the Place Names Act until 
it is approved by the Minister for Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics, on 
recommendation by the Place Names Committee, and entered in the Place Names 
Register at: http://www.ntlis.nt.gov.au/placenames/

For further information about the Place Names Committee please see its website 
at: https://placenames. nt. gov. au/

Thank you.

Rita Carter
A/Secretary Place Names Committee, Land Information Group 
Lands and Planning
Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics 
Northern Territory Government

https://placenames.nt.gov.au/policies/guidelines
http://www.ntlis.nt.gov.au/placenames/
https://placenames
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3. POLICY IMPACTS

Alice Springs Town Council Strategic Plan 2018 - 2021 
OBJECTIVE 2: A great place to live

2.2: Enhance life-long, library and technology services
2.3.1: Protect and promote local history and heritage

Once a recommendation regarding a name has been approved by Council, the 
recommendation would be forwarded to the Place Names Committee

4. FINANCIAL IMPACTS

The signs will cost $350.00 to purchase and install

5. SOCIAL IMPACTS

The naming of the park will provide the community with the opportunity to commemorate 
another pioneer of the town and enable their story to be told during the unveiling of the 
park name

6. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Nil

7. PUBLIC RELATIONS

The naming of the park will provide the community with the opportunity to commemorate 
another pioneer of the town and enable their story to be told during the unveiling of the 
park name

8. ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: Place Names Committee for the Northern Territory - Reserve List

mL-
Scott Allen
DIRECTOR TECHNICAL SERVICES




