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Alice Springs Town Council 

Notice of Motion  
 
I, Councillor Eli Melky , hereby give notice of my intention to move at the next meeting of the 
Ordinary Council held on Tuesday 29 January 2013, the following motion: 
 
Motion:  

That the Alice Springs Town Council write to the NT Government and request 
they consider introducing new powers that empower an authorised Youth 
Services provider and Police to issue an "on the spot youth curfew notice" to 
those youth who are of the age 15 and younger who are out in Alice Springs 
and are deemed in harm’s way. 

  
Background: 
 
“Caring for our youth’s future” 

Last year I proposed a blanket wide bedtime curfew that targeted youth from the age of 15 
and under who are out on the streets from midnight to 6am.  The curfew proposal did not 
address where the kids needed to go if their home was not possible due to domestic issues. 
It also did not address who polices the curfew; although it seemed at the time the Police 
would have to be the front line of it.  

It would have created instant offenders of any youth who was out late and could have had 
wide spread ramifications.  This time I intend to improve on the idea of how we get the kids 
off the street that are 15 and younger and need a safer environment to be in. 

I propose that where a youth who is 15 or under and is deemed to be out late at night 
without adult supervision and is in a harmful environment: 

*The NT Government empowers an authorised Youth Services provider and Police to issue 
an "on the spot youth curfew notice" to those youth who are of the age 15 and younger who 
are out and are deemed in harm’s way. 

Then the following steps are taken 

1. An authorised Youth Services representative and or Police can issue an “On the spot 
youth curfew notice”  

2. An authorised Youth Services representative can take the youth to a place/home of 
their choosing where adult supervision and care can be provided. 

3. Where an adult accepts the responsibility of the youth they become liable should the 
youth go out again. 
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4. Where there is no place offered or possible to take the youth home, Police will be 
informed immediately and a report will be provided. Then the youth becomes under 
the care of Youth Services and is taken to a youth care facility such as the HUB.  
There they will be cared for and the parents or other family can be located and 
informed of the where about of the child. 

5. In the unlikely situation that a family or guardian is not available then the challenge is 
escalated to fall under Family and Children’s protective laws and is dealt with 
accordingly. 

6. Where Police issue a curfew notice, Youth Services will be called in to deal with the 
matter and the police can then move on to deal with other unrelated matters. 

7. Where there is violent opposition and the youth service worker is put at risk then 
Police will be engaged to assist. 

I know that Youth Services currently play an important role; this proposal empowers them to 
deal with youth in a higher role. The police are left free to deal with other unrelated matters 
and the current government funded youth facilities are utilised effectively. 

A blanket wide curfew is extreme and while we may be at a stage where our community is 
suffering under extreme pressures, this proposal is sensitive to the majority of youth who do 
not offend and this also alleviates pressure on police resources. 

The future of our youth is through Education, Sport and a sense of Community belonging; 
we only have to get them there. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
Moved:   Councillor Eli Melky 
 
Seconded:       
 
     29 January 2013 


