
 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE FOURTEENTH COUNCIL HELD ON 

TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER, 2021 IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, ALICE SPRINGS 

 

1. OPENING AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY  

 

1.1 Opening of the Meeting by the Mayor (Chair) 

 

Mayor Matt Paterson declared the meeting open at 11:18am and welcomed all present 

to the meeting. 

Mayor Matt Paterson acknowledged the Central Arrernte people who are the traditional 

owners and custodians of Alice Springs. 

Mayor Matt Paterson reminded that this meeting is being recorded and will be placed on 

Council’s website.  The Open Section of this meeting will be livestreamed.  By speaking 

at a Council meeting, you agree to being livestreamed and recorded. Alice Springs Town 

Council accepts no liability for any defamatory or offensive remarks or gestures made 

during the course of this Council meeting. 

 

Media present – ABC Alice Springs 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Mayor M. Paterson (Chair) 

Deputy Mayor E. Melky 

Councillor M. Banks (via Zoom) 

Councillor A. Bitar 

Councillor S. Brown 

Councillor J Cocking 

Councillor M. Coffey 

Councillor K. Hopper (via Zoom) 

Councillor M. Liddle 
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OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 

Mr R. Jennings – Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

Ms S. Taylor – Director Corporate Services and Acting Director Community 

Development 

Mr D. Nellikat – Acting Director Technical Services 

Mr A. Geppa – Media Officer 

Mrs E. Williams – Executive Assistant (Minutes) 

Mrs K. Sanders – Executive Assistant (Minutes)  

 

2. PRAYER 

 

Nil 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

Nil 

 

4. WELCOME 

 

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

Nil 

 

 

6. DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF COUNCIL MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

 

6.1 Councillor Banks – Item 14.2.2 – myAlice 2022 

6.2 Cr Hopper – Item – Item 14.2.2 – myAlice 2022 

6.3 Councillor Bitar – Item 14.2.2 – myAlice 2022 
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7. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 

 7.1 Minutes of the Ordinary Open Meeting held on 23 November 2021 

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Deputy Mayor Melky 

 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 

23 November 2021 be confirmed as a true and correct record of the 

proceedings of that meeting. 

CARRIED (21959) 

 

7.2 Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

7.2.1 Councillor Cocking– Item 17.8 – Flag Raising 

Councillor Cocking asked for a correction to Item 17.8 of the minutes 

of 23 November, 2021 to read the Civic Centre rather than the 

Chamber. 

 

Councillor Cocking – Item 15.4.1.7 – Jane Road extension 

Councillor Cocking asked for an update on the sealing of the Jane 

Road extension. 

The Acting Director Technical Services took the question on notice. 

 

Councillor Coffey – Item 17.1 – Illegal Cars in Alice Springs 

Councillor Coffey asked for an update on Council’s process and policy 

around moving abandoned vehicles. 

The CEO responded that discussions have been had with the 

Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics who are looking 

at a solution. 
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7.3 Minutes of the Special Open Meeting held on 29 November 2021 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That the minutes of the Special Open Meeting of the Council held on 

Monday 29 November 2021 be confirmed as a true and correct record of 

the proceedings of that meeting. 

CARRIED (21960) 

 

7.4 Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

Nil 

 

8. MAYORAL REPORT 

 

8.1 Mayor’s Report 

 Report No. 60 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That the Mayor’s Report be received and noted. 

CARRIED (21961) 

 

8.1.1 Item 2.3 – Mayoral Awards, International Day of People with a 

Disability 

The Mayor thanked the team responsible for the Mayoral Awards with 

it being well attended. 

 

8.1.2 Item 2.7 – Christmas Carnival 

The Mayor thanked the teams responsible for the Christmas Carnival. 
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8.2 Business Arising from the Report 

 

8.2.1 Councillor Cocking – Item 1.11 – Regional Capitals Australia AGM 

Councillor Cocking asked if any priorities had been established in the 

lead up to the Federal Election.  The Mayor responded that he will 

follow up with the Chair and advise accordingly. 

 

9. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 

9.1 That Elected Members and Officers provide notification of matters to be raised 

in General Business. 

 

9.1.1 Deputy Mayor Melky – Tourism and COVID-19 Roadmap 

9.1.2 Deputy Mayor Melky – Crime, law and order 

9.1.1 Councillor Cocking – State of verges following the recent rain 

9.1.3 Councilor Liddle – Illegal card playing at Araluen Park 

9.1.4 Councillor Hopper – CCTV cameras and illegal dumping 

9.1.5 Councillor Brown – Correspondence received from the Alice Springs 

Cricket Association 

 

10. MEMORIALS 

 

Nil 

 

11. PETITIONS 

 

Nil 
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12. NOTICES OF MOTION 

 

13.1 Councillor Jimmy Cocking – Francis Smith Memorial Park Cycling 

Infrastructure Upgrade 

 

The Central Australian Rough Riders (CARR) juniors’ group, the Dusty 

Demons, have previously requested Council's support to establish a pump 

track and bike skills course in 2019. 

The site that was identified was Lot 5806, the area of land north of Schwartz 

Cres and south west of Spencer Hill. This did not proceed due to complications 

with sacred sites and the workload placed on the volunteer group. 

In late 2020, the short course BMX track and jumps on Francis Smith Park 

was upgraded following local residents discussing with the local member for 

Braitling and the Mayor to get it upgraded. 

The upgrade was essentially an earthmoving exercise without any plans to 

maintain it. Reports from residents and the Dusty Demons is that the BMX 

jumps are degrading quickly becoming soft and difficult for young users. In the 

short term, this motion is seeking to improve the quality of the BMX short 

course while a costed plan for an upgrade and the establishment of a pump 

track and bike skills course be established there. 

Francis Smith Park is the ideal location for this as it already has the space 

allocated to BMX jumps and is identified as a Precinct Level park. There is 

adequate parking and is well identified as the place for young people to use 

the jumps. This motion has come after correspondence with the Dusty 

Demons trainer, Georgina Landy who identified their needs as: 'The Dusty 

Demons program has grown to include 50 riders, 6 MTB instructors and many 

parent helpers. 

The program takes place during terms 2 & 3 on Mondays 4-5pm this year we 

trialled Francis Smith Park as a base which worked reasonably well. The Dusty 

Demons program debrief highlighted some needs in order to continue to 

challenge and progress the young people's riding. 

Those needs are:  improve the quality of the BMX jumps/dirt short course. We 

appreciate the recent upgrade but the facility still lacks quality surface, design 

and flow. It could be replaced with a pump track. This would be ideal for 

teaching cornering and pumping and is a great way to warm up before hitting 

the trails a beginner off track course around the park that includes little drop 

offs, logs, berms, jumps, and other easy obstacles. a bike skills park with 

seesaw, beams, drop offs and other obstacles suitable for all skill levels 

crossing roads such as Bourke St and Cavanagh Crescent to get to the trails 

is the most dangerous thing we do. Some signage could help at these crossing 

points. This motion will support the growing mountain biking community that 

contributes to the health and prosperity of our community. 

  



7 -- CNCL 14/12/2021 

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That the Alice Springs Town Council work with the Central Australian 

Rough Riders and Dusty Demons to: 

A. Improve the quality of the existing BMX/Jumps short course at 

Francis Smith Park  

B. Through the Project Office, develop costed plans for the upgrade 

and establishment of a pump track and bike skills course at Francis 

Smith Park 

C. Improve safety for young participants crossing roads in the area. 

CARRIED (21962) 

 

Councillor Bitar asked that there be an amendment made so it doesn’t become 

an immediate works project and that it be circulated through the Project Office. 

Councillor Hopper asked that a commitment be made to the road safety issue. 

 

Moved – Councillor Bitar 

Seconded – Councillor Cocking 

 

That an amendment be made to the Motion 

CARRIED (21963) 

 

13. FINANCE 

 

13.1. Finance Report 

Report No. 49 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Councillor Coffey 

Seconded – Deputy Mayor Melky 

 

That the report be received and noted. 

CARRIED (21964) 
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13.1.1 Business Arising from the Report 

 

13.1.1.1 Councillor Coffey – Other Operating Revenue variance 

Councillor Cocking asked about the variance presented. 

The Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that less income has 

been received by some departments than anticipated but 

took the question on notice to provide a more detailed 

response. 

 

13.1.1.2 Deputy Mayor Melky – Queries 

The Deputy Mayor will email his queries to Director 

Corporate Services and Acting Director Community 

Development and the CEO for a response at the January, 

2022 meeting.   

 

13.1.1.3 Deputy Mayor Melky – City Deal 

Deputy Mayor Melky will include this information in his 

email correspondence. 

Councillor Cocking asked for the COVID-19 resolution 

made around reserves. 

 

13.1.1.4 Councillor Cocking – Traditional Owner Patrol, Red Hot 

Arts Contribution 

Councillor Cocking asked if this contribution was made. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that yes, it had. 

 

13.1.1.5 Councillor Hopper – Reserves Review 

Councillor Hopper asked what this review involved and 

when it was carried out. 

CEO responded that during the LTFP review in 2020 that 

the reserves be reviewed on how best to utilise them.  This 

is the next stage of the LTFP. 
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13.1.1.6 Councillor Hooper – Monitoring 

Councillor Hopper asked for an analysis of filled positions 

vs positions filled by contractors. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that a report will be 

given at the January 2022 meeting. 

 

13.1.1.7 Councillor Hopper – Cash Reserves CBD Revitalisation 

Councillor Hopper asked if these funds need to be 

expended before the end of the year? 

The Mayor responded that this is separate funding that 

doesn’t need to be spent by the end of the year. 

 

13.1.1.8 Councillor Hopper – Benchmarking 

Councillor Hopper asked around the benchmarking ratios. 

The Mayor gave an overview of the ratios 

 

13.1.1.9 Councillor Hopper – EFT Summary 

Councillor Hopper asked for an explanation on the various 

payments to Clayton UTZ. 

The CEO responded that the lawyers are looking at 

various projects within the organisation and that the work 

is being spread between local and interstate firms. 

 

13.1.1.10 Councillor Hopper – Talice Foot Patrols 

Councillor Hopper asked for an explanation on the Talice 

Foot Patrol payment. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that these are 

overdue invoices from Talice but are within the correct time 

period. 

 

13.1.1.11 Councillor Hopper – Expense vs Budget 

Councillor Hopper asked around the flag pole. 

The Mayor responded that this is for in front of the Civic 

Centre and not Anzac Hill 
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13.1.1.12 Councillor Hopper – Capital Expenditure vs Budget (Table 

3) 

Councillor Hopper asked about the variance shown. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development took the question on notice. 

 

13.1.1.13 Deputy Mayor Melky – Election Fund 

Councillor Melky asked for clarification around there being 

no allocation in internal reserves for the Election fund? 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that a paper was 

presented to Council and that these funds were put to a 

specific budget line 

 

13.1.1.14 Deputy Mayor Melky – Disaster Emergency Fund 

Deputy Mayor Melky asked for guidelines around what is 

deemed as an emergency and where the funds can be 

spent. 

Mayor responded that he believes it was a direction from 

LGANT.  The CEO explained the process and once the 

consultant engaged to review the process has completed 

their work the Elected Members will be presented with the 

information. 

 

13.1.1.15 Deputy Mayor Melky – Capital Expenditure, Actual vs 

Budget 

The Deputy Mayor asked if there was a plan in place 

around offsetting the difference? 

The CEO took the question on notice. 

 

13.1.1.16 Councillor Coffey – Grants Spending 

Councillor Coffey asked if there was any risk to the grant 

funding tied up in the financial year that is yet to be 

expended? 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that if the funds 

aren’t expended that there are conversations with the 

Northern Territory Government around rolling over the 

funding.  No funding is currently at risk. 
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13.2 SCALE Funding Final Acquittal 

Report No. 56 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Deputy Mayor Melky 

 

That Council authorise the CEO to sign the following acquittal on behalf 

of Council:  

A. An acquittal for the grant received of $779,903.00 with 

$779,903.00 expenditure provided by the Department of the Chief 

Minister and Cabinet – Local Government and Community 

Development for the Special Community Assistance and Local 

Employment Program (SCALE). This is the 31 December 2021 

final acquittal as required by the funding agreement.  

CARRIED (21965) 

 

14. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

 

14.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

14.1.1. CEO Report 

Report No. 61 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That the CEO report be received and noted. 

CARRIED (21966) 
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14.1.2 Business Arising from the Report 

 

14.1.2.1 Mayor Paterson – Meeting with Bill Carroll  

The Mayor asked the CEO for an update on the utilisation 

of Corrections around Alice Springs.  The CEO responded 

that the insurer is not supporting this process across the 

Northern Territory. 

Councillor Cocking asked if Council are moving forward 

with working with Corrections?  The CEO explained the 

process of the insurer not covering this type of work. 

 

14.1.2.2 Councillor Coffey – Netball Shade Structures 

Councillor Coffey asked for an update on the timing of the 

installation of the shade sails on the outside netball courts.  

The Acting Director Technical Services responded that the 

shade structures are still in the design phase. And that the 

Grants Officer is currently sourcing additional funding from 

the Federal Government for the resurfacing work. 

 

14.1.2.3 Councillor Cocking – Volunteer Co-ordinator 

Councillor Cocking asked for an update on Resolution No. 

21095 around the Volunteer Co-ordinator.  The Director 

Corporate Services and Acting Director Community 

Development responded that she will need to take the 

question on notice. 

 

14.1.2.4 Councillor Cocking – Illegal Dumping 

Councillor Cocking asked for an update around Resolution 

No. 21603 and the meeting held with the Department of 

Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics on illegal dumping 

and asked if the EPA have been involved? 

The Acting Director Technical Services responded that 

discussions have commenced and that these will continue 

in January, 2022. 

 

14.1.2.5 Councillor Coffey – CCTV Cameras 

Councillor Coffey asked for an update on Resolution No. 

21887 around the correspondence to be sent to the NT 

Government on the joint CCTV network. 

The CEO responded that this in progress. 
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14.1.2.6 Councillor Hopper – Flag Pole on Anzac Hill 

Councillor Hopper asked for an update on the installation 

of the additional flag pole on Anzac Hill.  The Acting 

Director Technical Services responded that further funding 

is required. 

Councillor Hopper asked around the resolution process.  

The CEO responded that this will be reviewed. 

 

14.1.2.7 Councillor Hopper – Sondote Pty Ltd Memorandum of 

Lease 

Councillor Hopper asked for an update. 

No update to provide. 

 

14.1.2.8 Councillor Hopper – Skate Park 

Acting Director Technical Services responded that a new 

Project Officer has commenced with discussions around 

the preferred location.  Design process is yet to 

commence.  The CEO responded that this will now be 

carried over into the new year. 

 

14.1.2.10 Councillor Hopper – Item 15.2.2 – Foodbank 

Councillor Hopper asked around the process of providing 

the funds to Foodbank and asked if the money has been 

transferred? 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that once the money 

has been transferred, the resolution will be closed. 
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14.1.2.11 Masters Games 2022 

Report No. 63 / 21 cncl 

(Item transferred from Confidential Agenda Item 26.1.3) 

 

Moved – Councillor Bitar 

Seconded – Councillor Coffey 

 

That Council: 

1. Note this report 

2. Write a letter to Minister Natasha Fyles 

requesting confirmation of NT Government 

funding of $2.55M be provided to the Alice 

Springs Town Council to manage the Alice 

Springs Masters Games, with the NT 

Government to be identified as the major 

sponsor.  An appropriate agreement to be signed 

to this effect with relevant clauses to protect 

Council’s and NT Government’s interests. 

3. Subject to an appropriate level of agreement on 

point 2 above, officers to commence a risk 

mitigating staged approach to delivering the 

Alice Springs Masters Games inclusive of: 

a. Implementing a staged approach with two 

decision gate processes coming to Council 

by March 2022 

b. Engaging an appropriate external and 

internal team to commence during the 

2021-22 holiday period with the marketing 

and registration process  

c. Stakeholder engagement 

d. Project (scope, budget, scheduling, 

communications and risk mitigation) and 

event management  

e. Use of the Project Office methodology 

f. Other needs as required to deliver a quality 

event 

4. Seek Elected Member conceptual input through 

a Monday.com interaction and then keep Elected 

Members informed of progress monthly 

thereafter. 

CARRIED (21988) 

 

The CEO spoke to the report presented and gave the background on 

the formation of this document and asked for a decision from the 

Elected Members on next steps. 
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The Mayor responded that he is supportive of Council asking the 

Northern Territory Government for the full $2.55M. 

Councillor Coffey raised concerns around Council staging the Games 

and the logistics around this.  The CEO responded that he’s hoping to 

secure Jim Lawrie and other staff to assist. 

Councillor Brown responded that previous Masters Games staff are 

willing to assist. 

Councillor Bitar asked that we not commit until the funding is made 

available. 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Moved – Councillor Coffey 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That an amendment be made to the Motion 

CARRIED (21989) 

 

14.2 CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

14.2.1 Long Term Financial Plan and Asset Management Plan  

Report No. 53 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Councillor Bitar 

Seconded – Councillor Cocking 

 

That Council adopt the Long-Term Financial Plan and the Asset 

Management Plan. 

CARRIED (21967) 

 

Deputy Mayor Melky asked what the timelines are around the LTFP 

and AMP? 

The CEO responded that this in an evolving document and will need 

refining. 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Councillor Liddle left the Chamber at 12.17pm 

Councillorr Liddle returned to the Chamber at 12.18pm 

 

Councillor Brown asked around the 0% growth presented and that this 

be considered carefully. 
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The CEO responded that a conservative approach has been made. 

Councillor Coffey raised similar concerns but acknowledged that it is a 

long-term view and commended the Officers involved in bringing the 

information together. 

The CEO will take the comments on board and make the relevant 

changes. 

Councillor Cocking endorsed the comments of the previous Elected 

Members and commended the quality of the report. 

Discussion ensued. 

 

14.2.2 myAlice 2022 

Report No. 57 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Coffey 

 

1. That Council note this report. 

2. That Council approve the transfer of $200,000 from the CBD 

Revitalisation Project Reserve to fund myAlice 2022 

vouchers. 

3. That Council request matched funding of $200,000 from the 

Northern Territory Government for myAlice 2022. 

4. That Council approve the transfer of $30,000 from the CBD 

Revitalisation Project Reserve to fund support and set up 

costs associated with myAlice 2022. 

5. That Council approve one (1) full time Administration 

Officer position for a period of six (6) months to coordinate 

myAlice 2022, to be funded from the CBD Revitalisation 

Project Reserve (estimated at $65,000). 

 CARRIED (21968) 

 

Councillor Banks, Councillor Bitar and Councillor Hopper left the meeting after declaring a Conflict of Interest at 

12.35pm 

Councillor Banks, Councillor Bitar and Councillor Hopper returned to the meeting at 1.02pm 

 

CEO left the Chamber at 12.36pm 

CEO returned to the Chamber at 12.39pm 

 

Mayor left the Chamber at 1.02pm 

Mayor returned to the Chamber at 1.03pm 
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Acting Director Technical Services left the Chamber at 1.02pm 

Acting Director Technical Services returned to the Chamber at 1.05pm 

 

Discussion ensued 

 

14.2.3 Strategic Plan 2018-2021 Extension 

Report No. 59 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Brown 

 

That Council extend the current Strategic Plan 2018-2021 until 

June 2022 to allow a new Strategic Plan to be adopted. 

CARRIED (21969) 

 

The Mayor asked that it not be extended beyond April due to the 

importance of the document. 

Councillor Coffey asked if three months is long enough and rather it 

be 6 months.  He also raised that there will soon be a focus on the 

Masters Games and that Council are better off extending until June. 

The CEO responded that it’s important the document is informed and 

not rushed but if it can be completed before June then that’s the 

preference. 

Councillor Bitar asked that information be circulated as part of the 

process so that it can be finalised in June, 2022 rather than all the 

information being circulated at the end. 

 

Moved – Councillor Coffey 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That an amendment be made for the Strategic Plan 2018 – 2021 

be extended until June, 2022 

CARRIED (21970) 
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14.2.4 CONFIDENTIAL Alice Plaza Decision 

Report No. 63 / 21 cncl 

(Item transferred from Confidential Agenda Item 26.1.3) 

 

Moved – Councillor Brown 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That Council: 

A. Noting that whilst Council fully supports the overall project, 

that it not proceed with the Alice Plaza Hub proposals the 

Alice Springs Property Syndicate have put to Council, and 

advise the Alice Springs Property Syndicate accordingly. 

B. Surrender Lot 7575 Crown Lease in-perpetuity to Crown 

Lands, and advice Crown Lands accordingly. 

CARRIED (21990) 

 

14.3 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

14.3.1 Community Development Report to Council 

Report No. 50 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Councillor Bitar 

Seconded – Councillor Liddle 

 

That the Community Development Report to Council be received 

and noted 

CARRIED (21971) 

14.3.2 Business Arising from the Report 

 

14.3.2.1 Deputy Mayor Melky – ASALC Report 

 

14.3.2.2 Councillor Cocking – Protect Alice 

Councillor Cocking commended the team and asked 

around the Protect Alice initiative. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that a report will be 

provided at the January 2022 meeting. 
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Councillor Melky left the Chamber at 1.13pm 

Councillor Melky returned to the Chamber at 1.16pm 

 

14.3.2.3 Councillor Coffey – Indigenous Services Officer 

Councillor Coffey asked around the filling of the Indigenous 

Services Officer position. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that this has been a 

difficult position to fill and since the resignation of the 

person who last filled the role there have been no other 

applicants. 

A discussion will be had with Lhere Artepe to assist with 

this process. 

 

14.3.2.4 Councillor Hopper – ASALC Heating 

Councillor Hopper asked what form the heating is for 

ASALC? 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development took the question on notice. 

 

14.3.2.5 Councillor Hopper – Shade Sails for Indoors at ASALC 

Councillor Hopper asked what the purpose was for 

installing indoor shade sails at ASALC. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that this was a 

reporting error. 

 

14.3.2.6 Councillor Hopper – 50m Pool Boiler Overhaul 

Councillor Hopper asked if this boiler is used to heat the 

outdoor pool? 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development took the question on notice. 

 

14.3.2.7 Councillor Hopper – Rough Sleeper Program 

Councillor Hopper asked for an update as the report 

appears to be outdated. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development responded that the program has 

paused due to low staffing levels.   
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14.3.2.8 Councillor Cocking – Ranger Unit Report 

Councillor Cocking asked if it was possible for the report to 

be given quarterly rather than every 6 months. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development took the question on notice. 

 

14.3.2.9 Councillor Cocking – Bylaw Review 

Councillor Cocking asked for an update on the review and 

progress status. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development took the question on notice. 

 

14.3.3 Community Grants Report 

Report No. 51 / 21 cncl 

 

Moved – Councillor Coffey 

Seconded – Councillor Cocking 

 

That Council note this report 

CARRIED (21972) 

 

Councillor Cocking asked for the layout to be reviewed due to the 

difficulty in reading the report. 

 

14.3.4 UNCONFIRMED Minutes – Seniors Coordinating Committee 

17 November 2021 

 

Moved – Councillor Brown 

Seconded – Deputy Mayor Melky 

 

That the minutes of the Seniors Coordinating Committee meeting 

held on 17 November, 2021 be received. 

CARRIED (21973) 
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14.3.5 Recommendations of the Seniors Coordinating Committee 

17 November 2021 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Cocking 

 

That Councillor Steve Brown be appointed the new Chair of the 

Seniors Coordinating Committee 

CARRIED (21974) 

 

14.3.6 UNCONFIRMED Minutes – Tourism, Events and Promotions 

Committee - 17 November 2021 

 

Moved – Councillor Banks 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That the minutes of the Tourism, Events and Promotions 

Committee meeting held on 17 November, 2021 be received. 

CARRIED (21975) 

 

14.3.7 Recommendations of the Tourism, Events and Promotions Committee 

18 November 2021 (14.3.8 (1) Election of Chairperson (Agenda Item 

2) 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Brown 

 

That Councillor Marli Banks be appointed the new Chair of the 

Tourism, Events and Promotions Committee. 

CARRIED (21976) 
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14.3.8 Recommendations of the Tourism, Events and Promotions Committee 

18 November 2021 14.3.8 (2) Sponsorship Application – FABAlice 

2022 (Agenda Item 7.1) 

 

Moved –  

Seconded –  

 

That Council support the application from FABAlice Festival Inc 

to the value of $10,000 (incl. GST) for the FABAlice event to be 

held from 11 to 13 March 2022. 

 

This item was carried at the November 23, 2021 meeting. 

 

14.3.9 UNCONFIRMED Minutes – Public Art Advisory Committee 

25 November 2021 

 

Moved – Councillor Hopper 

Seconded – Councillor Bitar 

 

That the minutes of the Public Art Advisory Committee meeting 

held on 25 November, 2021 be received. 

CARRIED (21977) 

 

14.3.10 Recommendations of the Public Art Advisory Committee 

25 November 2021 14.3.10 (1) Election of Chairperson (Agenda Item 2) 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Liddle 

 

That Councillor Marli Banks be appointed the new Chair of the 

Public Art Advisory Committee. 

CARRRIED (21978) 
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14.3.11 Recommendations of the Public Art Advisory Committee 25 November 

2021 14.3.8 (2) ASTC Arts and Cultural Policy 2017-2021 (Agenda Item 

7.2) 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Liddle 

 

That the ASTC Arts and Cultural Policy and Plan be extended in line 

with the ASTC Strategic Plan. 

CARRIED (21979) 

 

14.3.12 Multicultural Action Plan 

Report No. 52 / 21 cncl 

(Item transferred from Confidential Agenda Item 26.3.1) 

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Councillor Liddle 

 

That Council approves $73,240.00 (incl GST) from Councils 

Working Capital Reserve to fund the development of a three (3) 

year Multicultural Action Plan and a part time Multicultural Project 

Officer for 12 months. 

CARRIED (21993) 

 

The Mayor asked the Director Corporate Services and Acting Director 

Community Development when the plan will be finalised. 

Corporate Services and Acting Director Community Development 

responded that it will be within the next 12 months. 

 

14.3.13 NATIONAL ABORIGINAL ART GALLERY 

(Item transferred from Special Confidential Meeting of Councild held on 29 

November, 2021 to Open Agenda Item 14.3.13) 

 

Moved – Councillor Banks 

Seconded – Councillor Brown 

  



24 -- CNCL 14/12/2021 

 

Notwithstanding previous resolutions of Council: 

1. Accepts that legal avenues have now concluded.  This now 

provides the Northern Territory Government the 

opportunity to conclude its acquisition of the Anzac Oval 

site (Lot 678). 

2. Foreshadow in the letter to Minister Lawler the desire to 

continue to work in partnership for the benefit of the 

community and both levels of government for the short and 

long-term. 

CARRIED (21955) 

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Councillor Banks 

 

Amendment to “the NTG’s preferred location” 

CARRIED (21956) 

 

Moved – Councillor Banks 

Seconded – Councillor Cocking 

 

Removing at the end of Item 1 regarding the Northern Territory 

Government’s preferred location of the National Aboriginal Art 

Gallery, that Council 

CARRIED (21957) 

 

Councillor Liddle opposed the National Aboriginal Art Gallery being 

placed on the northern side of The Gap 

 

 

14.4 TECHNICAL SERVICES 

 

14.4.1 UNCONFIRMED Minutes – Sports Facilities Advisory Committee 

15 November 2021 

 

Moved – Councillor Coffey 

Seconded – Deputy Mayor Melky 

 

That the minutes of the Sports Facility Advisory Committee 

meeting held on 15 November, 2021 be received. 

CARRIED (21980) 
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Councillor Coffey asked that the minutes be amended to have the 

correct spelling of his name. 

Deputy Mayor Melky asked for the minutes to include a more detailed 

financial report rather than just the balance. 

 

15 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 

15.1 Abandoned Shopping Trolleys 

Deputy Mayor Melky asked around the email correspondence on trolleys.  The 

CEO responded that this discussion will be held during the Confidential portion 

of the meeting. 

 

16 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

16.1 Deputy Mayor Melky – Tourism and COVID-19 Roadmap 

Discussion was had around the Northern Territory Government’s current 

roadmap and the letter Council write to the Minister endorsing what has been 

sent by Tourism Central Australia. 

 

Moved – Deputy Mayor Melky 

Seconded – Councillor Coffey 

 

Alice Springs Town Council write to the Chief Minister supporting the 

position of Tourism Central Australia and that the Northern Territory 

Government review the impact of the current roadmap on tourism 

operators and regional families. 

CARRIED (21981) 
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16.2 Deputy Mayor Melky – Crime, Law and Order 

Deputy Mayor Melky spoke of his recent experience of being a victim of crime.  

Deputy Mayor Melky asked for Council to write to the relevant Minister(s) asking 

for community support around the lack of law and order currently being 

experience in Alice Springs. 

Councillor Banks expressed her support of Deputy Mayor Melky suggested that 

the November 2020 discussion be revisited and the discussion items be 

actioned. 

Councillor Bitar asked for a more solutions-based approach with a community 

led solution. 

Councillor Cocking suggested allowing the community to be part of the solution 

and request support from the Northern Territory Government. 

Mayor Paterson suggested Council return to what was workshopped in 

November, 2020 and send a letter to Minister for Territories Families as Council 

need to be working with the Northern Territory Government and the community.  

Councillor Coffey supported this response as it will make Council’s concerns 

heard and will ask the Northern Territory Government to take the lead. 

Councillor Hopper asked if there is an opportunity to draft a joint letter to the 

Northern Territory Government with other influential representative groups in 

Alice Springs requesting a community safety solutions forum.  

Councillor Liddle responded that a letter needs to be sent to organisations that 

have received funding from the Northern Territory Government to carry out the 

work assisting kids.  This money is funded to keep the kids at school which isn’t 

happening. 

The CEO responded that he sees merit in reviewing workshop from November 

2020.  If Council does move down the path of localised consultants then the 

Northern Territory Police could be involved, also noting that different agencies 

be invited to discuss the problems the town is facing and to learn from each 

other. 

Councillor Brown reiterated Councillor Liddle’s comments.  It is a central issue 

for Alice Springs and if we are to be a successful community again then we 

need to deal with the current issues.  It requires a centralised local organisation 

to oversee this and Council’s involvement to bring this together.  It needs to be 

a priority.  It is essential the future of the town that we deal with this and no one 

is more central than Council. 

Deputy Mayor Melky responded that Council are obliged to do everything we 

can to make the community safe and have the opportunity to bring everyone 

together.  Need to address the following 3 points: 

1. Write to relevant Minister to address gang issues 

2. Campaign on vehicles that are unroadworthy and used as weapons 

3. Call for a summit  
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Councillor Banks responded that a multi stakeholder review of services is 

required and to look at ways of getting everyone into the room.  

Mayor Paterson advised that the Minister will be visiting in the new year with a 

workshop to be held to discuss options and a way forward.  A stakeholder letter 

has been previously put forward and a letter sent to Minister Lawler. It’s about 

trying to get to a point that satisfies everyone.  

Councillor Cocking responded that the last time we wrote to the Chief Minister 

and he responded that he wants action not a review of what’s going on.  It is 

critical that we get everyone in a room together for a solution focused approach. 

Council write to the Northern Territory Government requesting a community 

safety summit.  

The CEO responded we need a plan and that discussion is critical. Now is not 

the time to formulate a plan and that previous resolutions could be summarised.  

Happy to set this up early in the new year.   

Councillor Hopper raised concerns in writing to the Northern Territory 

Government as Council might be out of touch with other organisations that have 

relationships with the Northern Territory Government that Council aren’t aware 

of. Do we need to check in with other groups working around town safety? 

Worth checking in with everyone before we make a request to host a summit.  

Mayor Paterson mentioned this information would be discussed at a workshop.  

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Councillor Brown 

 

Council write to the Northern Territory Government to request a 

partnership in delivering a community safety summit in early 2022.  

CARRIED (21982) 

 

16.2.1 Councillor Cocking – State of verges following the recent rain 

Councillor Cocking asked for a timeline around the weed removal and 

mowing of the verges and river corridor.  Also, about the weed 

spreading from the machinery used by Council when mowing. 

The Acting Director Technical Services responded that there is a 

scheduled works program but with the additional workload at the 

moment it has been difficult to keep on top of the grass removal.  A 

timeline will be provided at a later date. 

The CEO responded that Council have worked with the Department of 

Environment on Charles Creek recently and that positive feedback has 

been received and that the area has never looked better. 
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16.2.2 Councillor Liddle – Illegal Card Playing 

Councillor Liddle asked for an update on the ceasing of the illegal card 

playing around town and asked why under the Council bylaw’s, the 

Rangers are unable to be involved in prosecuting those playing.   

The CEO responded that the police are continually notified but that he 

will provide a more informed response to Councillor Liddle. 

Director Corporate Services and Acting Director Community 

Development advised that a response from the police is forthcoming 

but that the Rangers aren’t authorised to prosecute. 

Councillor Hopper also supported Councillor Liddle’s concern. 

 

16.2.3 Councillor Hopper – CCTV Cameras and Illegal Dumping 

Councillor Hopper will bring this question to the next meeting of 

Council in January, 2022. 

 

16.2.4 Councillor Brown – Letter from the Alice Springs Cricket Association 

to Council 

Councillor Brown raised concerns following the email received from 

the Alice Springs Cricket Association regarding the use of Traeger 

Park oval.  He also asked why Traeger Park isn’t being utilized to its 

full potential for cricket. 

Acting Director Technical Services responded that he too was 

disappointed that Officers didn’t attend the meeting with the Northern 

Territory Cricket Head Curator, but that discussions have been had 

and contact will be made with himself in the future. 

Councillor Coffey commented that there has been reluctance in the 

past around using the grounds in case they are damaged.   

 

From: Michael Trull  

Sent: Wednesday, 1 December 2021 8:26 AM 

To: 'Mpaterson@astc.nt.gov.au' <Mpaterson@astc.nt.gov.au> 

Subject: Alice Springs Cricket 

Morning mate 

Don’t like to hassle you with operational matters, but really just need an idea 

of who with ASTC I might be able to get some engagement with. The channels 

that I normally use and are suggested in ASTC procedures don’t seem to be 

getting me much traction. 

You probably know the issues we have had with Traeger – at the start of the 

season we were advised that would be ready early/Mid November – we 

schedule our first match there on 20th November and was then told wouldn’t 

be ready until 11th December (which we had already scheduled our finals at 

Albrecht so politely declined). I can understand weather has interrupted 

preparation to an extent, but seems to happen every single season. 

mailto:Mpaterson@astc.nt.gov.au
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We have maximum overs we can use on Traeger each year of 2400 – think 

we will struggle to get to 1000 this season. 

However, the biggest frustration I have is the events yesterday. We had the 

NT Cricket facilities head (Head curator – Matt Sandery) come down briefly 

from Darwin. The idea was not ever to provided criticism but to scope facilities 

for: 

- Imparja cup (for which he has offered to come down for the week to 

assist in ground preparation) 

- Possible national/representative level matches (he has a direct 

connection with the head of fixturing and cricket Victoria) 

- Possible maintenance requirements for Alice Springs Cricket 

Association (including nets, synthetic wickets etc) 

- Suggestions to improve the quality of the turf pitch at Traeger park 

I contacted a number of ASTC staff with a weeks’ notice encouraging an 

introduction and discussion. While a received a few vague replies, no one 

actually turned up.  Matt’s visit did come at a financial cost as well, which for 

a voluntary organisation such as ourselves, is not insignificant. 

Matt grew up and did his trade in Adelaide, but has also had roles at Manuka 

(ACT) and Eden Park (NZ). During Cricket 365 recently in darwin he managed 

to get the Marrara pitch playable 6 days a week for approx. 4 weeks. So while 

he may not be a Kevin Mitchell or a Les Burdett, he does have extensive 

experience in different ovals. His basic observations were the facilities across 

the board were brilliant (in most cases a better standard than Darwin cricket 

clubs), but could just do with a little ‘tweaking’. 

I have heard a rumour you may have a consultant coming up to have a look 

at Traeger Park? I would like cricket to be involved in the process if possible 

please. 

Matt is going to provide some brief observations as well. Again, not criticisms 

but possible suggestions. Noting this could be mutually beneficial, I would like 

to share them with ASTC, but not sure who the best parties are to engage 

with. 

Apologies for the rant, just feel that requests, that in most case are aimed to 

make everyone’s job a bit easier, are largely falling on deaf ears. We do have 

potential wonderful facilities in town, but I don’t feel they are being used to 

their maximum benefit. 

Kind Regards, 

Michael Trull 

 

17. MATTERS FOR MEDIA ATTENTION 

 

Media matters will be covered via the media attendance at this meeting.  
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18. NEXT MEETING 

 

Tuesday 25 January, 2021 at 11.15am 

 

19. ADJOURNMENT OF OPEN MEETING 

 

 Mayor Matt Paterson declared the meeting adjourned at 2.43pm 

 

Moved – Councillor Cocking 

Seconded – Councillor Brown 

 

The Council stands adjourned and resumes in the Confidential Section. 

CARRIED (21983) 

 

 

Confirmed on _____________________________________ 

 

CHAIRPERSON ___________________________________ 

 

Date ___________________________ 


